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Unfortunately, in the times in which we live, the divorce rate 
among Christians is almost equal to that among non-Christians. 
The stress and pressure of the age, coupled with an all out attack 

from the devil against our homes, makes a strong marriage rare.

When you combine these factors with the extra responsibility of the 
ministry, you will either have a dynamic example of God’s faithfulness 
and keeping power, or potential for a major disaster set to devastate not 
only the minister’s family, but also the lives of countless believers.

All the challenges of life, and definitely those of the ministry, can take 
a toll on our relationship with our spouse. Sometimes at the end of the 
day after you have dealt with everyone’s problems, juggled the finances, 
prepared sermons, been the taxi cab service for the kids, cooked dinner, 
cleaned the house, done the laundry, etc., etc., your physical energy and 
desire for romance is slightly depleted. It is not God’s will that we allow 
busy schedules to crowd out time for our mate.

Here are a few practical things we should do to keep romance alive in 
our marriages:
Make Your Mate Your top prioritY
 • Be willing to invest time, energy and money into your mate.
 • Don’t give your mate your leftovers, i.e., make them feel like  
 they are just another appointment on your Day-Timer.
 • Don’t allow people’s problems and crises to be more   
 important than time spent with your mate.

Don’t take each other For GranteD
Let me share a story…  A man and his wife are celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary and 70th birthdays on the same day. A genie shows 
up and says, “I am here to grant you each one wish.” The wife says, 
“I always wanted to travel the world.” In a flash, 2 tickets were in her 
hand. The husband says, “I’ve always wanted to be married to a woman 
20 years younger than me.” In a flash… he was 90 years old! 

 The moral of the story: 
 • Be thankful
 • Be grateful for your mate!
 • Express love and gratitude through words or actions.  This   
 kind of attitude will foster passion and romance in your marital  
 relationship.

Lots oF aFFection
Affection is the #1 need of a woman!  Men, you can learn to be 
affectionate, even if it wasn’t modeled in your home.  Affection is 
demonstrated through:
 1. Kind words, i.e., saying, “I love you.”
 2. Acts of service, i.e., help with housework, dishes, the kids   
 with their homework, etc.
 3. Meaningful touches, i.e., lots of hugs, kisses, holding her   
 hand.

If you want her to be passionate in the bedroom, try a little tenderness 
all through the day.

hot, sizzLinG sex
 • Sexual fulfillment is man’s #1 need.
 • Here are seven things every husband wants in a wife:
  1. Sex
  2. Sex
  3. Sex
  4. Sex
  5. Sex
  6. Sex
  7. Sex

Just like marriage was God’s idea, so is the God-given sexual drive.  
God created man to desire woman.  Sex within the marriage union was 
designed by God for our pleasure, fulfillment and enjoyment.  God 
would not have given man a strong sexual drive if He never intended it 
to be fulfilled!

I Corinthians 7:1-2, in the Message Bible says, “Sexual drives are 
strong, but marriage is strong enough to contain them and provide for a 
balanced and fulfilling sexual life in a world of sexual disorder.”

As Christians, we should be passionate people.  Our sex life with our 
mate should be no exception.  The world should not be the example of 
how to be sexually fulfilled.  Christians should be experiencing ultimate 
fulfillment and pleasure from this God-ordained act of marriage.

Benefits of a healthy sex life:
 • Reaffirms our “oneness” with our mate
 • Acts as a stress reliever
 • It is God’s natural tranquilizer
 • The physical act of marriage brings comfort, peace and   
 security

If your sizzle has fizzled in your marriage relationship, ask the Lord to 
show you how to re-kindle the embers and fan the flame.  You will be 
glad you did!
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To purchase a copy of the CD from Pastor Mark and Brenda’s 
AFCM Family Reunion workshop, Don’t Let Your Sizzle Fizzle, 

log on to www.afcminternational.org or contact the  
product department at  

(320) 235-3838 or product@afcminternational.org.



September/October 2008 Order Form
Enclosed is my gift of $__________ to AFCM
Please send me ______ copies of Family Reunion 
General Session CDs for $32.00 and/or _____ copies of 
Workshop CDs for $60.00
Please send me _______ copies of Mark and Brenda 
Thomas’s Workshop CD Don’t Let Your Sizzle Fizzle  
for $5.00
Please send me _______ copies of Tony Cooke’s 
Workshop CD Winds of Doctrine for $5.00

Mail to: AFCM International
 P.O. Box 1918
 Willmar, MN 56201
 Tel 320-235-3838
 Fax 320-235-1802
 office@afcminternational.org
 www.afcminternational.org

AMERICAN EXPRESS
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Itinerary
September 7 AM
Broadbeach, Australia
The Life Centre

September 7 PM
Broadbeach Waters, Australia
River of Praise International

September 20
Cobbs Creek, VA
AFCM Meeting

View the most current itinerary 
www.afcminternational.orgSe
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Jim and Kathleen left AFCM Family Reunion and have been 
on the road… traveling through the North Dakota Badlands, 
Yellowstone National Park, Lake Tahoe, Big Sur, Los Angeles, 
and the Grand Canyon!  They are having so much fun seeing 
America the beautiful, visiting relatives, and occasionally 
ministering for AFCM pastors along the way.

They asked that I use a couple of the emails I sent to my 
region for the ESource News and for this issue of the AFCM 
Family Update. Some of you may have already received this 
information, but we want to make sure everyone is in the loop. 
– Desi Wright

I thought I’d just send a short note to let you know this was the 
best Family Reunion ever! We have said that every year, but 
it is so true. The 30 year celebration was wonderful and really 
showed what AFCM is all about – our amazing ministers all over 
the world doing tremendous exploits for God! 

Tony Cooke’s teaching on Winds of Doctrine is really a MUST 
HEAR, especially with all that is going on right now in some 
parts of the country/world. I really encourage you to get the CDs 
of all of the sessions and the workshops. I think it is important 
for you to stay tuned in to what God is saying to all of us as a 
family of ministers. 

Julie Beader from New Braunfels, Texas made a lot of new 
friends this year and was very blunt, but loving and funny in her 
workshop I attended on Relevancy without Compromise … In 
fact, the pastor sitting next to me kept saying, “No she didn’t… 
yes, she did!” It was great! 

This was Julie’s first Family Reunion and she had an awesome 
quote I thought I’d share with you… thought it might encourage 
you to make plans now to attend next year!! 

“Until I came to Family Reunion I had no idea just what 
I had. I am blown away at the magnitude of ministry that 
is going forth and the caliber of excellent people I am in 
fellowship with. It confirmed in my heart that I am in the 
right place! I am proud to be a part of the AFCM family!”

I really believe this was the best time together that we’ve 
ever had! Pastor Ava Bates wrote and told me she and Ron 
thought so, too. She also shared, “There was so much great 
information…lots of love & unity.  We made some dynamic 
connections. It’s exciting to be a part of an association in 
which you believe in the values and the leadership.”

I just want to say a gigantic THANK YOU to all of you who 
attended this year … those who ministered… and those who 
prayed for the meetings! The budget was met on the last night 
with $60 plus change to spare – can anybody say GLORY?! 
We were also believing God for a specific amount for Jim and 

Kathleen in the honor offering and with the offering that was 
received Tuesday night, the total was a good chunk over what 
we were believing for!!! What an awesome God we serve! It 
could not have been better timing for them and I appreciate 
your obedience to the Holy Spirit to be a part of that. God is so 
faithful and we are very thankful!

Please go online at afcminternational.org and take a look at the 
30 year celebration video… and then while you’re there, order 
the conference CD’s – we’ve even included an article in this 
month’s update from Pastor Mark & Brenda Thomas’s very 
HOT workshop entitled, Don’t Let Your Sizzle Fizzle.

I will leave you with this… I’ve been reading II Corinthians and 
I’ve always loved this verse in chapter 2, 

14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph 
in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His 
knowledge in every place. 

But I looked it up in The Message Bible and was excited to read 
this:

14-16 In the Messiah, in Christ, God leads us from place to 
place in one perpetual victory parade. Through us, he brings 
knowledge of Christ. Everywhere we go, people breathe in the 
exquisite fragrance. Because of Christ, we give off a sweet 
scent rising to God, which is recognized by those on the way 
of salvation—an aroma redolent with life. But those on the 
way to destruction treat us more like the stench from a rotting 
corpse. 

16-17 This is a terrific responsibility. Is anyone competent to 
take it on? No— but at least we don’t take God’s Word, water 
it down, and then take it to the streets to sell it cheap. We stand 
in Christ’s presence when we speak; God looks us in the face. 
We get what we say straight from God and say it as honestly as 
we can. 

How exciting is that?! What an awesome responsibility and 
amazing opportunity we have as ministers of the gospel. 

And I love how Paul starts off II Corinthians… again in The 
Message it’s awesome:

I, Paul, have been sent on a special mission by the Messiah, 
Jesus, planned by God himself.

We can so put our names in his place and then how can we not 
win? How can we not walk in victory? We’ve been sent on a 
special mission by Jesus, planned by God Himself. 

You’re awesome – we love you – let us know if there is 
anything we can do for you!

AFCM China has currently distributed 55 AFCM International Training 
Centers in the Chinese language. (Another 500 schools have been released 
in China through separate sources).  The school is available in three 
formats (VCD, DVD, and MP3) and consists of two levels.  Level One 
is a Christian foundational curriculum and Level Two is a leadership 
training curriculum. AFCMITC is unique from other ministry approaches 
in that pastors/leaders are trained in their own villages and cities, not in an 
institution removed from their home church and area. Unlike traditional 
Bible schools, it is not necessary to build campuses or facilities. This 
approach is more efficient with personnel, less expensive and has the 
capacity to impact more people.  

AFCMITC was an answer to prayer for one church in a countryside 
village in central China. A few years ago, a retired leader in the church 
was burdened as she witnessed believers weak in faith due to their 
inability to understand God’s Word. She prayed and asked the Lord to 
send treasures from all nations to teach them the Word of God. In 2005, 
an AFCM-China Regional Director was invited to teach at the church 
and had the opportunity to introduce the pastor to AFCMITC. In 2007, 
the pastor decided to conduct an AFCMITC in their church to train 
co-workers and church members. The AFCM-China Regional Director 

October 2-3
San Luis Obispo, CA
AFCM Overnighter

October 5
San Luis Obispo, CA
Agape Church

October 11
Willis, TX
AFCM Minister’s Meeting

September 21 
Cobbs Creek, VA
Cornerstone Fellowship Church

September 25-26
Drummondville, Quebec
AFCM Overnighter

September 28
Drummondville, Quebec
Église Chrétienne La Vie Comblée

October 12 
Willis, TX
The Light Community Fellowship

October 16-27
Kenya, Africa
AFCM Africa Family Reunion
AFCMITC Graduations

serves as the director of the school. In April of 2008, fifteen students 
graduated after completing Level One of the AFCMITC. These same 
students have now begun Level Two.
  
Students are applying the spiritual truths they learn and treasure the 
opportunity to receive further training.  One co-worker testified that 
after carefully viewing the Basic Doctrines of Christ series, she was 
now able to teach the basic doctrines of the Christian faith with clarity 
and accuracy. One student testified, “Every year in the cotton fields we 
experience a lot of vermin. After learning about the authority of the 
believer, I confessed that my land would be free from vermin in the 
Name of Jesus. Thank God my land no longer has any vermin.” The 
retired leader testified, “God answered my prayer. He sent us spiritual 
treasures. We are now able to receive the teaching of many good 
ministers without having to leave our homes.”  

AFCMITC was truly an answer to prayer for this village church in 
central China.  

AFCMITC’s desire is to assist churches in fulfilling the Great 
Commission by discipling believers to do the work of the ministry. For 
more information about AFCMITC, log on to www.afcmitc.com. 


