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used to draw the sheep close to the shepherd, guide them
in the right way, or rescue them from trouble. God’s rod
and staff reassure us of God’s love and guidance in our
lives. Thank God for His presence and power in our lives!

H e P r e p a r e s a Ta b l e - P s a l m 2 3 : 5

God is pictured as caring for my needs in the midst of
an ungodly society and forces of evil that are at work
attempting to destroy me. In the midst of all this, I eat
of the Lord’s table in faith, thanksgiving and hope, fully
at peace, all because of the supernatural protection
and provision made possible through the blood of the
everlasting covenant. “Anoints my head with oil” refers
to God’s special favor and lavish blessing through the
anointing of His Holy Spirit upon my life (Ephesians 3:1420 AMP).

Goodness and Mercy

“Mercy” means God’s faithful love and kindness. With
Jesus, my Good Shepherd, accompanying me through my
work here on earth. With His grace, kindness, and support
in every way. That I may endure to the end (Mathew
10:22), see His face (Revelation 22:4) and work and walk
together with Him throughout eternity! Amen.

Conclusion

As long as you and I make a decision to trust our Lord
Jesus and obey Him, we cannot fail in this life that has
been set before us. (Proverbs 3:5-6; John 14:23-24).
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April 22
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“Now may the God of peace who brought up our
Lord Jesus from the dead, that Great Shepherd
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, make you complete in every good work
to do His will…” Hebrews 13:20-21
Jesus said in Luke 24:44 that the Law of Moses, the
Prophets, and the Psalms were speaking of Him. So Psalm
23 is a messianic prophecy fulfilled through the New
Blood Covenant.

The Lord my Shepherd - Psalm 23:1

God compares Himself to a shepherd in order to illustrate
His great love for His people. God through Christ and
by the Holy Spirit, is so concerned about each of His
children that He desires to live, care for, protect, guide,
and be near that child, just as a good shepherd does his
own sheep (John 10:1-30). The Lord has redeemed us
with His shed blood (I Peter 1:18-19), and we now belong
to Him. As His sheep we can claim the promises of this
Psalm when we respond to His voice and follow Him
(Romans 8:14). “I shall not want” means that I will not
lack anything necessary for God’s will to be accomplished
in my life.

He Maketh Me Lie Down - Psalm 23:2

Because of His presence and nearness of the Shepherd,
I can lie down in peace, free from all fear, as in green
pastures through Jesus, the Word of God, and the
Holy Spirit (II Timothy 1:7). “He leads me beside still
waters,” speaks of the Holy Spirit flowing in our lives as
our comforter, counselor, helper, intercessor, advocate,
strengthener, and standby (John 14:16-18 AMP).

He Restores my Soul - Psalm 23:3

When I become discouraged, the Good Shepherd revives
and re-energizes me through His word and His grace
(presence and power). By His Holy Spirit, He leads me
down the path of righteousness (doing what is right) and
holiness (maintaining separation from the world and
sin). My response is a reverential obedience: I hear His
voice and follow Him, not strangers (Romans 8:5-14; John
10:3-5; Isaiah 11:1-3 AMP; Matthew 7:13-14; Isaiah 35:8;
Romans 6:15-23).

He Is With Me - Psalm 23:4

As believers, God lives inside of us by His Spirit (I John
4:4) and is present in every situation of our life. The
“rod” (a short club) is a weapon of defense or discipline
symbolizing God’s strength, power, and authority. The
“staff” (a long slender stick with a hook on the end) is
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